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WELCOME! 
EACH SUNDAY 
JOIN US for WORSHIP at 9 am;  

   COFFEE FELLOWSHIP following  

   and SUNDAY SCHOOL & BIBLE  

   CLASS at 10:30 am 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME! 

COUNT YOURSELF AND YOUR 

FAMILY IN WITH THE GOOD 

SHEPHERD FAMILY! 
 

 

REV DR JON 

DIEFENTHALER, 
our District President, will preach 

at worship  SUN 5FEB and 

conduct Bible Class.  Join in to 

welcome him! 
 

“SIGNING SUNDAY”  -  5 FEB 
Everyone will be invited to write scriptures, prayers 

and their signatures on the Education Addition 

framing immediately after worship.  Give thought 

to your signing! 
 

COMMUNITY FLICK FELLOWSHIP 
Bring the family to the Community Flick 

Fellowship showing of “Courageous”, SAT, 25 

FEB, 2 pm, in the Fellowship Hall.  No cost.  
Hosted by the Fellowship Committee.  This is the 

story of four men with one calling:  To serve and 

protect.  As law enforcement officers, they are 

confident and focused.  Yet, at the end of the day, 

they face a challenge for which none are truly 

prepared:  Fatherhood.  Protecting the streets is 

second nature to these men.  Raising their children 

in a God-honoring way?  Thatôs courageous! 

 

 

 

Jack  Ross  Ittner 
 

August 11, 1924 –  

January 15, 2012 
 

Jack, 87, of Port Haywood,  

VA, a Charter Member of  

Good Shepherd, was gathered 

Home January 15.  His funeral was January 24. 

 

 

CRY ROOM AVIALABLE 
A Cry Room, with TV feed from Sanctuary, is now 

available in the Ed Room, when needed.

http://www.lutheranchurch.us/
mailto:pastormikeramming@yahoo.com


CELEBRATING IN 

FEBRUARY 
 

4  Wayne Hamlett 

4  Becky Strong 

12  Susan Hall 

15  Gwen Krug 

17  Kathy Hoffmann 

 

 

 

 

 

TRACK THE TRACTS IN OUR RACK! 
A tract, when packed in a rack 

For all the church to share 

Can become a powerful tool 

Bringing Christ to those everywhere. 

Ask God to whom the tracts should go. 

Place them in the cards you send. 

Lay one on a desk or in a public place, 

Or just hand one to a friend. 

The results are not yours, but God's alone, 

So don't be afraid to give. 

Just trust that the Gospel which you share 

Will enable another to LIVE! 

    --- Dianne Bertsch 

 

 

CONTACTING PASTOR RAMMING 
AT HIS STUDY     Pastor Mike may  

   routinely be contacted at his Study  

   during week days:  804/472-2890.   

   There is Voice Mail service on this  

   number.  Messages may be left 24/7.   

   Email:  pastormikeramming@yahoo.com. 

AT HOME     Most evenings he may be  

   contacted at 804/472-2890.  His postal  

   address:  171 Merganser St. Montross, VA   

   22520. 

 

 

SHUT-IN VIDEO MINISTRY 
Shut-ins on the Northern Neck and Middle 

Peninsula of Virginia can now attend Sunday 

worship by requesting a video copy of services at 

Good Shepherd.  DVDs of Sunday worship are 

delivered via the mail.  There is no charge for this 

ministry.  Phone Pastor Mike Ramming (804/472-

2890) to begin receiving Sunday worship videos. 

 

 

GS COMPLETES YEAR OF 

COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE 
During 2011, GS offered a Community Resident 

Economic Relief (CRER) Ministry locally, funded 

by a $2,000 grant from Church Resource Services 

Community Fund of The River Counties Com-

munity Foundation & administered by Pastor Mike. 

   As a result of this ministry, 11 regional families 

received emergency assistance during 2011.  8 

families received emergency assistance with rent 

and utilities.  2 families received emergency food 

aide; another mortgage help at a sudden lay off. 

   We praise the Lord for this resource to help meet 

human need in our local community.  If offered in 

2012, GS will apply for another such grant to 

continue CRER. 

 

 

SUNDAY MINISTRIES     SIGN UP! 
Youôre needed!  Help in Sunday morning ministry 

by serving as a Sunday School Teacher, Usher, 

Reader for worship and/or as a part of the Altar 

Guild.  Sign up sheets are posted in the Ed Wing 

hallway. 

 

 

My Dear GS Family -- 

   Thank you so much for 

your generous Christmas gift!  

That was most thoughtful and 

much appreciated!  It continues to be a great joy to 

share ministry with you all!!     In Christ, 

          Pastor Mike 

 

 

UPDATE  -- 

In 2011, the GS Family met her 

ministry budget and gave 18% of 

our General Offerings for District, 

national and worldwide missions, 

which totaled $31,084.  All categories of the 2011 

budget called for $160,755, with $164,478 total 

funds received.  PTL! 

   The Budgeted Need for 2012 (including 19% 

for missions) is $169,000; $14,083 per month, or 

$3,250 per week. 

   Your faithfulness will continue to be very 

important in this New Year! 

 

mailto:pastormikeramming@yahoo.com


 

FROM OUR 

SEMINARIAN 

AARON CHITTICK 
 

Dear Friends at Good 

Shepherd, 

 

     Blessings on your Epiphany season.  Things are 

beginning to settle down after Christmas & New 

Years and I wanted to tell you how things have been 

going here in Beautiful Savior Church. 

     I got a lot of experience preaching over the 

Advent season.  I did a 2 part sermon series on the 

differences between Saul & David and Peter & 

Judas.  This congregation also does a service of 

Lessons & Carols during Advent where the children 

act out the events leading up to the birth of our 

Savior.  It turned out really well.  I enjoyed taking 

part in so many new things and am looking forward 

to sharing these experiences with others during my 

pastoral ministry. 

     I have also been working with the youth here at 

my vicarage church.  I have gone on a couple of 

youth retreats and Friday night events - like laser-

tag.  This weekend we have a lock-in from Friday to 

Saturday morning.  It is sure to be a lot of fun, and I 

am sure to be very tired when it is over. 

     Melissa is settling in very nicely at Bed Bath & 

Beyond.  Or, BedBath, as she assures me all the 

cool people call it.  A lot of our Christmas presents 

came from there this year.  I got her a Kruig (a 

single cup coffee maker) and she got me a Soda 

Stream (a make-it-yourself soda machine.  We both 

are having fun with our new toys.  We are planning 

to be out in Colorado later this month for our 

ñChristmasò vacation. 

     I am so grateful to have such amazing support as 

I grow and learn here during my vicarage.  I want to 

thank you!  Without your prayers and gifts my 

vicarage wouldnôt be possible.  I appreciate all that 

you have done for me. 

     Blessings as you being the New Year, 

               Vicar Aaron Chittick 

 

SICK & SHUT-IN 
If you, a member of your family, or a member of 

Good Shepherd becomes hospitalized, or shut-in, 

NOTIFY PASTOR MIKE right away!  Leave a 

message 24/7 @ 804/472-2890.  Thanks for your 

caring! 

“For God so lo V ed the world, 

That He g A ve 

His on L y 

Begott E n 

So N 

T hat whosoever 

Believeth I n Him 

Should N ot perish, 

But have E verlasting life.” 

John 3:16 
 

LENT BEGINS 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

22 FEB  5:30 PM 
 

LENTEN THEME 

The Trials of Jesus:  Voices  

of the Prosecution 
Like a courtroom drama, a series of witnesses 

comes forward to give testimony about their 

experiences with the accused ï Jesus Christ.  Thru 

their accounts we come to know the truth, that Jesus 

came to take our place in the defendantôs chair.  

Lenten services will be held Wednesdays 

evenings at 5:30 pm and include dramatic 

monologues, beloved hymns and youth messages 

that bear evidence to the fact that Jesus truly is the 

Son of God.  Welcome! 

 

GIVING IS AN OUTWARD 

EXPRESSION OF INWARD GRACE 
 

 

THE COLUMBARIUM 
Niches are available for purchase 

by contacting Head Elder Dave 

Bertsch (804/472-9939).  Each 

niche measurers twelve inches 

cubed, and may be used for the 

internment of the ashes of 1 or 2 

persons, depending on the size of 

the urn/s.  Each niche costs $750.  Opening, sealing 

and engraving costs are extra at the time of use.  

Printed information & policy details are 

available upon request. 



 

“HEAVEN IS FOR REAL”  

  BIBLE STUDY 
A Bible study built around the book 

ñHeaven is for Realò by Rev. Todd 

Burpo begins 12 FEB, 10:30 am at 

the Adult Bible Class.  The book is about a little 

boyôs astounding story of his trip to heaven and 

back. Weôll listen to his story; search Scripture & 

evaluate what it means for us.  Copies of the book 

are available from Dianne Bertsch.  Be a part! 

 

 

G.S. YOUTH MINISTRY VISION 

MEETING 
Immediately following SS/BC on 26 FEB, there 

will be a GS Youth Ministry Vision Meeting in the 

Fellowship Hall to explore ideas for internal & 

external activities and ministries to benefit our 

church & community youth.  Have ideas, or want to 

learn more?  Invest one hour for our young 

people and join in the visioning! 

 

 

 

Many scholars say it 

originated with St. Valentine, 

a Roman   who was martyred 

for refusing to give up the 

Christian faith.  He died on 

February 14, 269 AD, the same day that had 

been devoted to love lotteries.  Legend also says 

that St. Valentine left a farewell note for the jailer's 

daughter, who had become his friend, and signed it, 

"From Your Valentine".  In 496 AD Pope Gelasius 

set aside February 14 to honor St. Valentine. 

   Gradually, February 14 became the date for 

exchanging love messages and St. Valentine 

became the patron saint of lovers.  The date was 

marked by sending poems and simple gifts such as 

flowers and candy.  There was often a social 

gathering or a ball.  In the United States, Miss 

Esther Howland is given credit for sending the first 

valentine cards.  Commercial valentines were 

introduced in the 1800's and now the date is very 

commercialized.  The town of Loveland, Colorado, 

does a large post office business around February 

14.  The spirit of good continues as valentines are 

sent out with sentimental verses and children 

exchange valentine cards at school. 

 

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS COUNT! 

The Malaria Offering 
To date, Lutheran Malaria Initiative (LMI), with 

contributions from the Good Shepherd Family, has 

received $2 million for the LMI effort in Africa.  

Good Shepherd has been one of the 1700 LCMS 

congregations that committed and raised funds for 

LMI within the past three years.  During 2011, GS 

contributed $1,303.  The five year, $45 million 

dollar goal project continues until Dec 31, 2013.  

Our contributions are making a difference! 

 

 

A LITTLE HUMOR 
--- Off the internet by Deb Sauve 

A little boy opened the big family Bible.  He was 

fascinated as he fingered through the old pages.  

Suddenly, something fell out of the Bible.  He 

picked up the object and looked at it.  What he saw 

was an old leaf that had been pressed in between the 

pages.  ñMama, look what I found,ò the boy called 

out.  ñWhat have you got there, dear?ò  With 

astonishment in the young boy's voice, he answered, 

'I think it's Adam 's underwear!ò' 

 

 

 

ASPIRE TO INSPIRE 

BEFORE YOU EXPIRE! 
 

 
 

A. S. A. P. 
   Ever wonder about the abbreviation ASAP?  

Generally we think of it in terms of even more hurry 

and stress in our lives.  Maybe if we think of this in 

a different manner, we will begin to find a new way 

to deal with those rough days along the way. 

   Thereôs work to do, deadlines to meet.  Youôve 

got no time to spare.  But, as you hurry and scurry ï 

ASAP:  Always Say A Prayer. 
   In the midst of family chaos, ñquality timeò is 

rare.  Do your best.  Let God do the rest ï ASAP:  

Always Say A Prayer. 

   If may seem like your worries are more than you 

can bear.  Slow down and take a breather ï ASAP:  

Always Say A Prayer. 

   God knows how stressful life is.  He wants to ease 

our care.  And, Heôll respond to all your needs ï 

ASAP:  Always Say A Prayer! 



 

THIS PAGE NOT USED FEB 2012 

 

 

A/V OPERATORS NEEDED 
Operators for the new Sanctuary audio/visual 

ministry are needed.  The system allows our shut 

in members and friends to share in Sunday worship.  

The system is user friendly!  To help with this 

ministry, let your interest be known to Dennis 

Cooper (804/472-5186), or Pastor Mike (804/472-

2890) and custom training will be arranged. 

 

 

FINAL ARRANGEMENTS 
You can safeguard important information, list your 

favorite hymns and Bible passages, ensure that your 

wishes for final arrangements are known, and even 

plan your own faith testimony for your funeral by 

filing these and other important pieces of 

information and/or documents with Pastor Mike.  

Pastor has planning forms for the asking.  Such 

advance planning is always a tremendous big help 

to oneôs family during time of grief. 

 

 

CLOTHES CLOSET 
Serviceable, clean, used clothing for all ages may be 

donated to the Beulah Baptist Church “Clothes 

Closet,” Lyells, VA, (804/333-3706) any THUR, 

9:30 am – Noon.  Clothing & other items are given 

out free of charge. 

 

 

BEGIN A FAMILLY 

EMERGENCY FUND 
Three to six months of expenses is a good goal to 

strive for in establishing a family emergency fund.  

Consider opening an LCEF StewardAccount today 

to equip yourself to handle those unexpected 

expenses that crop up at the most inconvenient 

times.  Just $25 a month is all you need to begin 

your journey toward financial security, while 

supporting the ministry of the Lutheran Church 

Extension Fund.  More info:  1-800/637-5723, or 

www.lcef.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

KISSING FROGS 
Ever feel like a frog? 

     Slow . . . love . . . ugly . . . dropped . . . pooped? 

The frog feeling comes when you 

 Want to be bright, but feel dull 

 Want to share, but are selfish 

 Want to be thankful, but feel resentment 

 Want to be big, but are small 

 Want to care, but are indifferent. 
 

Each of us has found himself on a lily pad 

    On the great river of life . . .  

    Frightened and disgusted . . .  

    Too froggish to óbudgetô. 
 

We all know the story of the frog. 

   But he wasnôt really a frog . . . 

   He was a prince who looked and felt like a frog. 

   Only the kiss of a beautiful maiden 

 could save him . . . 

   But, since when do cute chicks kiss frogs? 
 

But miracles happen . . . a beautiful maiden 

 grabbed him up and gave him a big smack. 

   Crash ï Boom ï Zap! 

   He was a handsome prince! 

   You know the rest.  They lived happily ever after. 
 

The frog experienced a great reversal, 

 A metamorphosis, 

 A great transformation from something ugly 

  into something beautiful. 

And Thatôs What GOD Does for People! 

 

He takes us where are and works changes in us 

so there is  an alteration in structure, 

      in constitution; in appearance. 

We become new persons in Christ and . . .  

 miracle of miracles, 

   He can touch and transform other lives thru us. 
 

Remember . . . Peter, the boisterous apostle; 

   Thomas, the skeptic; Mary, the prostitute? 

Jesus ñkissed themò and they became new. 
 

God changes frogs into princes. 

   Jesus gets people right with God . . .  

      and then gets them going. 
 

So, what is the business of the church? 

   Kissing frogs! 

      What else?                                (See 1 Cor. 1:1ff) 
 

--- Rev. Martin Elder Ramming  1977 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barbara & John Schenkel welcomed everyone 

for their House Blessing 28 DEC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Perspectives 2012 sessions at 

           GS began 23 JAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   GS introduced herself 

    to Circuit #10 at the 

    28 JAN Convocation  In JAN our builders  

  really pushed to get 

           the new addition 

       under cover before 

     bad winter weather. 

                They made it! 

 

JUST PICTURE IT 
December 2011 - January 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inge Lindh taught 

holiday baking 

secrets to the WOGS 

at the DEC meeting 

 

Terry Cooper, our  

Rep for the 2012  

SED Convention,  

attended a 21 JAN  

prep meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WELCOME!   Sunday 

              Worship  9 am 
 

FIND YOUR WAY TO US!      

        COUNT YOURSELF IN! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tappahannock, VA  

Warsaw, VA  

Callao, VA  Good Shepherd -LCMS 
2 Miles West on VA 202  

US 17  

VA 3  

US 360  

US 360  

North 

The Lutheran Witness in the Central Northern Neck & Middle Peninsula of Virginia  



GOOD SHEPHERD 
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